REMARKS 



Claims 17-23 are pending in this response. 

I. Rejections Over the Prior Art: 

In responding to the Examiner's prior art rejections, Applicant here only justifies the 
patentability of the independent claims (i.e., claim 17). As the Examiner will appreciate, should 
claim 17 be patentable over the prior art, narrower dependent claims would also necessarily be 
patentable. Accordingly, Applicant does not separately discuss the patentability of the dependent 
claims, although it reserves the right to do so at a later time if necessary. 

All independent claims stand rejected as anticipated under 35 U.S.C. § 102(b), or in the 
alternative, under 35 U.S.C. § 103(a) as obvious over USP 6,419,981 ("Novich") or USP 
4,586,976 ("Takano") in view of USP 5,364,707 ("Swisher") or USP 5,130,192 ("Takabayashi") 
or USP 4,368,281 ("Brummett"). 

To distinguish these references, Applicant has amended claim 17 to specify "a plating 
voltage in contact with the uncured substrate material, but not in touch with the at least one metal 
trace, for forming an electrolytic plating layer on at least a portion of the at least one metal trace." 

Applicant believes the Examiner would agree that this newly added limitation is not disclosed 
or suggested in any of the cited references (Novich; Takano; Swisher; Takabayashi; or Brummett). 
Therefore, none of these references — either alone or in combination — could anticipate or render 
obvious claim 17 or claims dependent thereon. 
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Based on the above remarks, Applicant respectfully submits that pending claims 17-23 are 
allowable, and requests that a Notice of Allowance issue for these claims. 

Respectfully submitted, 

/Terril G. Lewis/ 

Date: April 30, 2007 Terril Lewis, Reg. No. 46,065 
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